May 22, 2013

Dear Plumas Lake Elementary Families,

As the school year draws to a close, I wanted to take a moment to look towards next year and discuss some changes that are coming in the school district. First, we need to celebrate some milestones for several of our staff members. 

1. Darby Kosh a teacher at Rio Del Oro is retiring after teaching for PLESD for 9 years and many more years in education before coming to our District. We thank her for all of the work that she has done for the students of our community and we know that she has truly made a difference in their lives.
1. Baljinder Dhillon the principal of Rio Del Oro has been named the next Superintendent of the Cascade Union Elementary School District. Cascade Union is located in Anderson, CA. She has been the principal of Rio Del Oro for the last 6 years and has led the school to some of the highest test scores in the area. We are proud of her and know she will make a difference in her new job.
1. Lori Greenwood the principal of Cobblestone has been named the District’s new Director of Curriculum, Instruction, and Special Education. This is a new position that has been created for next year to replace our coordinator of Special Education position and to prepare our District to be ready to teach to the new Common Core State Standards in the 2014-2015 school year. I am looking forward to having Lori work with the teachers and parents of the District as a whole. She has been a true leader of incredible change at Cobblestone.

As we were preparing to interview candidates for the new principal position at Cobblestone it became clear that Ms. Dhillon was a leading candidate for her new position. With this knowledge I put together an interview team that had both representatives for Cobblestone and Rio Del Oro and was able to hire two candidates. It was one of the strongest principal interview pools that I have been a part of interviewing. The School Board approved the two new principals at the last Board Meeting.

The new principals are:
1. Cobblestone Elementary- Marcie Nichols. Marcie is currently the Executive Director of K-12 Education in the Twin Rivers School District. She has also been a Principal in the Rio Linda School District which was one of the districts to merge to create Twin Rivers. One of my favorite quotes about Marcie came from her current Interim Superintendent. “Marcie displays natural leadership qualities and is greatly respected by those who work with her.  She is dedicated to professionalism, student growth, academic achievement, and being a team player.”
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Rio Del Oro Elementary- Jim Walters. Jim is currently the principal Nelson Avenue Middle School in the Thermalito Union School District. Jim has been a school principal for the last 22 years in four different schools- 2 elementary and two middle schools. One of his teachers wrote about him, “I have never worked with an administrator that cared so much about the staff and students as Mr. Walters… He finds opportunities to know the students and families in our community, and seeks out strategies and ways that he can help and serve each of them.

As we will miss the people who are leaving our District, I am thrilled with the new people that will lead our elementary schools into the future of the Common Core Standards. I look forward to having them start in July and to begin our next push towards greatness in the Plumas Lake Elementary School District. 

Sincerely,

[bookmark: _MailAutoSig]Jeff Roberts
Superintendent
Plumas Lake Elementary School District
